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and causes by the external sense, and our own freedom by the internal 
sense. It will thus be seen that the title of the book is not to be under- 
stood to indicate any examination of the bearing of the great critical move- 
ment in epistemology upon religion ; ' criticism ' is loosely used to desig- 
nate all modern views that deny the supernatural. Positivists, rationalists 
and even evolutionists are all lumped together. There is no critical ex- 
amination of the grounds advanced by any of these, nor is the history of 
philosophy employed in any discriminating way. 

George A. Coe. 

Die Lehre des hi. Thomas von Aquino uber die Moglichkeit einer anfangs- 
losen Schopfung. VonFr. Thomas Esser. Miinster, Aschendorff ' sche 
Buchhandlung, 1895. — pp. vi, 176. 

The purpose of this essay is to refute the oft-repeated assertion that 
Thomas Aquinas accepted the Aristotelian doctrine that the world is 
eternal. The author contends that Thomas never committed himself to 
any metaphysical solution of the problem, but rather proved that no 
metaphysical solution — that is, absolutely conclusive demonstration — is 
possible. Faith is, therefore, free to accept the Scriptural doctrine that 
creation is not eternal. The essay, which is mainly controversial, displays 
great familiarity with Scholastic literature, as well as the subtlety character- 
istic of many of the Schoolmen. Incidentally, it takes occasion to protest 
against wholesale criticisms of Thomas and the Thomists, insisting that 
nothing but a thorough knowledge of Scholasticism, of which the essay 
gives an example, entitles one to judge of the official philosopher and 
philosophy of the Church. 

George A. Coe. 

Raum'dsthetik und geometrisch-optische Taitschitngen. Von Professor Theo- 

dor Lipps. Leipzig, Barth, 1897. — pp. 424. 

The ever interesting subject of optical illusions receives here a systematic 
treatment in connection with the study of the aesthetics of form. The 
author starts from the thought that the optical and the assthetical impres- 
sions which we receive from geometric forms, are only two sides of one and 
the same thing, and that their common property lies in the idea of " me- 
chanical activities." These "mechanical activities " are described, and the 
geometrical-optical illusions are explained from them. What Professor 
Lipps meant by a ' mechanical activity ' can, perhaps, be seen from the 
following : "The uprightness of the [Doric] column is its 'proper activity.' 
Thereby the word activity is intended in its full sense ; as effort, exertion, 
expenditure of force ; at the same time as expenditure of force, whereby 
something is accomplished. " In the course of the treatment it is necessary 
to distinguish between geometrical forms and nature-forms. Beautiful geo- 
metrical forms are those whose arrangement is beautiful, independently of 
any actually existing objects in nature. The thesis of the book is : that 



